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ever did. It has the buoyancy and swiftness characteristic of
the eve of a revolution; it has the clarity due to a newly-won
theoretical insight It opens with the words:
CA spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre of Communism.
All the powers of old Europe have entered into a holy alliance
to exorcise this spectre: Pope and Czar, Metternich and Guizot,
French radicals and German police spies.*
It ends:
'The Communists disdain to conceal their views and their
aims. They openly declare that their ends can be attained
only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions.
Let the ruling classes tremble at a Communist revolution. The
proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have
a world to win.
*Working men of all countries, unite!*
The remainder consists of a history of the world, beginning
The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of rfass
struggles,3 showing what a fierce revolution has been effected by
modern capitalism, and leading on, apparently with the inevit-
ability of a syllogism, to the next stage in world history, the
proletarian revolution.
I do not know of any other document of equal propagandist
force, And this force is derived from intense passion intellec-
tually clothed as inexorable exposition.
It was the Communist Manifesto that gave Marx his position
in the Socialist movement, and he would have deserved it even
if he had never written Das Kapitdl.
Scarcely was the Manifesto finished when the Revolution broke
out in Paris. The Provisional Government, which was largely
Socialist, invited Marx to Paris, and he went But he stayed there
only a month: at the end of that time, the revolution having
spread to Germany, he naturally wished to be active in his own
country.
Few movements in history have disappointed all participants
more completely than the revolutions of 1848. For milder revolu-
tionaries, the disappointment was only temporary, but for Marx
it was life-long.
He was expelled from Prussia in May, 1849, and never received
permission to return, thougji in fact he returned a few times
surreptitiously for brief periods. His activities in Germany had
been purely journalistic, and milder than migjht have been
expected; they were, however, such as the reaction could not

